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Then ſpall be ſay wnto them o 
from me, ye curſed, into 


for the Devil und his A us, 
l them that moſt dreadful Sentence, which ſhall then | the 
be pronounc'd upon all the workers of imiquity, do Ito 
very naturally lead me to treat of the Certainty, Greatneſs and } ve 
Eternity of Hell-Torments , Matt. Y. 23. the ff of which is m 
imply'd in thoſe words, Then ſhall be, Chriſt the Judge of 1 
the World, ſay unto them on the left band, the wicked, Depart | ye 
from me, ye curſed, &c. The ſecond, in thoſe, Depart from do 
me, into everlaſtmg fire prepared for the Devil and bu Angel:; H. 
and the third and Jaf in the word Everlaſting ; an 
And I hope I ſhall not be thought tedious, if I diſcourſe | fre 
ſomewhat largely (tho with all convenient Brevity) upon 4% 
rheſe points : which are points of the higheſt moment, and 
importance to Religion and the Souls of Men; as being Mo- 
tives which have a much ſurer and more powerful Influence | the 
over the Minds and Actions of Men, and which more effe- the 
Etually tend to reduce them ſrom their Sinful Courſes, and to | for 
engage and confirm them in contrary habits of Pzety and Vertue, | 
than any other whatſoever. Nay, even than the = of Hea- 
ven it ſelf: it being but too too plain from experience, that it 
is very much owing to the Fears of Hell, that Men are at all 
at the pains of qualifying themſelves for the Joys of Heaven: 
and that far greater numbers are an 


Heſe words, which are 
deſcription of the laſt Fudpment, and contain in fer) 


nl aw'dand frighten'dinto their 
Duty by the dread of tbat, than allur' d and perfwaded to it, 
. ²˙ AA EC RE — 
Firſt then let us conſider the Certainty of Hell-Torments, of | * 
the aſſurunce which we have that there will be a place of Tor- 
ment, Luk, 16. 28. for the wicked, in another Life, And this 


is [#4 
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is ſo plainly aſſerted almoſt in 
it is utterly impoſſible that a true Chriſtian; who fincerely be- 
lieves that to contain the Mind and Mil of God, ſhould have 
any the leaſt doubt of it. Nay; to ſurb an one, the words 
of my Text fingly ( proceeding from our Saviour's n .mbuth 
and being ſo clear and expreſs, as they are, in this matter 
muſt needs give abundant convittion, ooo I 
Bur becauſe ( ſuch is the unhappineſs of dur Times 1) we 
live in an Age when many, even of thoſe who cal themſelves 
Chriftians, will not be ſatisfy d with. Scripture Evidence 2 biit 
cry out alond for proofs from Nature and Reaſon, and profeſs 
themſelves entirely willing to ſubmit and reſign up. themſelves 
to theſe; I ſhall, in condeſcenſion to theſe Mens demands, tho 
very anreaſonable ones coming ont of their mouths ( that ſu we 
may maniteſt our earneſt deſire, 7 any means, to gain them: 
1 Cor. 9. 20, 22. that we may, if not eonvince, Rom. 1 2.0; 
yet leave them without excuſe © and above all, that we may 
do Juſtice to the Chriſtian Religion, by ſhewing what an exact 
Harmony there is, between that and the Principles of Nature 
and Reaſon) at preſent wholely argue from ſach proofs 3 and; 
from Mens common Fears and Apprebenſions of future Pu- 
niſhments, their generalconſent to and ackowledgment of them, 
and the reaſonableneſs,of the thing it ſelf, endeavour to make 
it unexceptienably plain, to all unprejudic'd Perſons; that, in 
the final iſſue and event of things, it muſt neceſſarily ſo be, that 
the wicked. ſhall be turn'd into Hell, and all the Nations that 
forget God. Pf, g. 17. Nt? 
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Tne firft ching that comes under our conſideration is, the 


common fears and apprehenſionsof Mankind as to future Puniſh- 


ments. But having, a8 I hope; ſufficiently prov'd theſe ii m 
foregoing Diſcourſe, I ſhall preſume that I may be excus'd 
from inſiſting any farther upon the proof of them here; eſpt= 
cially conſidering, that what I have there ſaid will receive 


rce in what I am now about to ſay. | __ N 

Secondly; Contetning the general conſent ind dckmoivledg- 
ment of Mankind; as to fature Piniſhments; and that we thay 
go on; in bur enlidetaticlt of 6 — all 


8 f. ; | hall g Fiſts 


every page of the Gdlpd i that 


mighty confirmation, and be no longer diſputed, if there be any | 
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' Firſt; Mile proof of the LAY fad here alledg'd, that 2" 


90 


there have ever been ſuch a general conſent and acknowledg- 
ment of Mankind, as to future Puniſhinents, And : 
Secondly, Shew how this proves the certainty of them. = 
Firft, l am to make proof of the matter of fact here alledg'd, 15? 
that there have ever bern lich a generul conſent and acknow;Þe! 
ledgment of Mankind, as to future Paniſhment :. And how can by 
I do this better ? than by beginning withthe moſt ancient Na- of | 
tions of the World, of which we have any account either in bris 
Sacred ot Propbane Hiſtory, and ſhewing down from them ſhe 
even to our own times ( as far as the glimmering light of An- wh 
tiquity will enable me, and the limits of my . preſent Diſcourſe [ua 
permit) plain footſteps or fuch a conſent and acknivledgment ; 
and that too more eſpecially among thoſe Nations, which have 
been maſt remarkably diffinguiſh'd, above others, by their Po-. 
liteneſi and Civiliiy, their n provememt: in Arts and Sciences, 
and their diſcreet uſe aud exerciſe of their Rational Faculties. 
And firft;' as to Sacred Hiſtory ; tho' it cannot certainly be b 
collected from thence, what was the belief of the Deſcendants l 
from Adam, from the time of his fall to the ſettling of the fa. 
Jewiſb Nation, as to this point: yet it is well known, that there f. 
is a very antient Tradition umong the Jeu, concerning Abels 
belief of it, and the offetice which he gave to his Brother Cain, 
by bis profeſſion of ſuch his belief; which was, as the Tradi- 
tion ſaith, the occaſion of Cain falling upon him and ſlaying 
him. C Selden. de ſure Nat. & Gent. juxta'diſcipl, Ehræorum. 
I. 7. c. 4. ] And the early Inſtitution of Sacrifices, to pleaſe 
and appeale. God, ſeems to make it plain, that the Men ofthe 
firſt Ages of the World had a general notion of God's being a 
Rewar dor of them tbut diligently ſetÞ bim, and, on the con- 
trary a Paniſber of t hoſe that urglect or diſobey bim. And this 
general notion, join'd with their own experience, that God 
did not always reward the Good and puniſh the Bad in this 
World ( which, was remarkablj maniſeſt, almoſt from the very 
beginning of the World, in the caſe of Cain and Abr = 
ſurely hade led them on to conclude, that he would do it in 
another. l ſides, they had fo many ſenſible demonſttations of. 

God's obſerving the behaviour of Men, and that too N. 
| _ 


deſign to reward or puniſh Fa. according to their Deſerts 
on the one ſide, in his extraordin-ry' care of Men, as 
aah, Abrabam, Tſaac, and more eſpecially Enoch, whom be 
ook alive out of this World to himſelf, and by ſo doing, made 
im a ſure proof of a future Life, and ſtate of Happineſs, for 
18 d, good Men; and, on the other ſide, in his extraotdinaty judg- 
0 ments upon Sinners, as in the Deſtruction of the Oid World 
can by the Deluge, in the conſounding and ſcattering the Builders 
Na. (of Babel, and mote particularly in the raining down fire and 
r in [or 1ſt one "7 Sodom and Gomorrah, and thereby, as u were, 
be ſhewing Men a ſpeciment of that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
{which he had prepar d for the wicked in another Life) that we 
urſe have all the reaſon in the World to believe, that they bad no 
eng ; manner of doubt, as to this point. enn 
navel And then as to the Fews, ® it is undeniably evident from 
Po- [their Talmud and Targums, as well as from the particulat ac- 
ces, knowledgments of the Antienteſt and moſt Learned of their 
eg. [Rebbins, that they did explicitly believe an Hell, or place of 
y be orments,”for the Wicked, in another Life. And accordingly 
ants We find Eleazar, & one of the principal 'Scribes of the Jews, 
the land aged Man, and difcreer, when he was advisd by bis 
here Friends to make as if be did eat of the fl. ſu, taken om tbe Sa- 
bels Cr ifice commanded by the King, that in ſo doing be might be de- 
ain, I vered from Death, with great ſcorn rejecting their advice, 
Adi lupon this conſideration ; That, thu for the preſent time be 
ying ould be deliver d from the puniſhment of Men, yet ſhould be nat 
um, Eſc ape the hand of the Almighty, eit ber alive or dead. 2 Macc. 
leaſe ö. 26. And the Son of Sirach tells us, that Sinners are Rep 
ſthe $22 in the mighty day of their puniſbment. Ecclul. 12. 6. And 
nga he Author of the book of Wiſedom, that borrible « the end 
cone be unrig bteous Generation; that when they cat up their ac- 
this Pt of their fins, they ſhall come with fear and ſball feel a 
God udgment wortby of God, Wiſedom 3. 19. 4. 10. 12. 26. And 
he ſeven Brethren, mention'd in the Maceabees, were plainly 
all of the belief of a fate of future Retribution, 2 Maccab. 7: / 
\nd our Saviour, we find in the New Teſtament, frequently 
— IE POO PENS | — nn nn t——— 
* Vid. Bp. Pearſon on the Article of Life everlaſting. 4 Windet de vita 
aufer um fiatu SR. 7,8, 9. G Meaaſſeh Ben Iſrael. at Crearione.Probl 1g. 
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talk dito the Fes of Hell, as of a place, the notion of whic| 
they were well acquainted with: Matt. 5. 29, 30. Mark g. 43 


1» 


45. 47. and they never objected againſt, or ſeem'd to hav 
been ſurpriz'd at, his ſo doing. And Celſus * make his Few te 
the Chriſtiang that, as to the rewards of good Men, and p 

niſhments by fire for the bad in another Life, they teach nc 
thing new to the Fews, in that, And it is well known that thi 


preſent Jews make the (a) belief of future puniſhments a n 


cellary Article of their Creed: and this, no doubt, as the 
think, who are very tenacious of the Traditions of their Fore 
fathers, exactly (b) agreeable to the ſentiments and proteſs' 


-acknowledgments.of their Forefat bers, in this matter. 


I haye but one thing more to obſerve to you, out of Sacre 
Hiſtary ; and that is, that there is mention there made © 
Sacriſices of: the Dead, which were offer'd by the Worſhipper 
ol Baal-peor, Pſ. 106. 28. By which Saerifices of the Dead(c 


ſome Learned Men ſuppoſe we are to underſtand Sacrifice 
_ offer'd to the Infernal Gods, for the ſake of the Dead, or te 


incline the Infernal Gods to be merciful to the Dead. And, ( 
if ſo, we have here a very antient proof of the belief of furur 
puniſhments, in the Heathen World. | | 

. Secondly, As to Prophane Hiſtory : the Phenicians and e/E 
ptian (the molt Antient People which we have any accoun 


of in that) had ſome ſuch Rites in relation to their Dead, a 
ſeem evidently to teſtify their belief of future puniſhments fo 


the wicked, (e) Such werc their yoo, which were not on) 
offerings to the Ghoſts of their departed Friends, to appeal; 
and gratify them, but likewiſe Sacrifices to the Infernal God: 
ot 4 with prayers to them, that they would be kind and pre 

itious to their departed Friends. And thus much Plutarcl 
ſeems to intimate when, in his Conſolatory Letter to his Wife 
upon the death of bis little Daughter, he tells her, that there 
was na need of theſe ai upon her account, becauſe it wa 
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- ® Qrig. cont, Celſ. p. 60, (a) Maimon, de fund1mento legis. (5) De Vei 
95570 Judeorwm, p. 12. (c) V. Selden. de Diis Syris, p. 64. & (d, Pol 
Syn. in log, (8) Y. Jac Phil, Thomaſin, 6. 43. de Fortes Diis Manibus obla 
$11, te; Jacob, Gutber. c. 11. d. Inferiis & e. 12. ar precibw, que in me? 
Enorum memoriam ſungebantur, © © Gb 
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(7) 


l generally agreed that ſuch young Children wont our of th 
World, to à better and Diviner State. Beſides, we know very 


well that all other Nations receiv'd their Theology, as they 
did moſt of their other Sciences, from the Phenicians and A- 
gyptians ; and conſaguently, whatever evidences we find of 
a beliet of furure puniſhments among other Nations, as we do 
a great many, we ought in all reaſon to refer to the Phewicians 
and cApyprians, as originally deriv'd from them. Eſpecially 
conſidering, that Diodores Siculus expreſly tells us (a) of the 


 eAgyptians, that the Greeks imitated their Funeral Rites, in 
relation to the puniſbments of the wicked in Hell, and the plea- 


ſant meadows provided for the good. 

Ard the Greeks, that ingenious and polite People, were in- 
deed ſo fully perſwaded of the certainty of future puniſhments, 
that many of their learned Men (Y) are ſaid to have written 
books profeſſedly concerning them. Ard their wiſeſt, and 
graveſt Philoſophers, as well as their Poets (who yet are by 
no means to be {ligred in this cafe, as having been, as Origen 
(c) calls them, the firſt Divines among ft t he Greeks and tht Fa- 
thers of their Opinions : and as (d) Plato, the Fathers and 
Guides of wiſdom ) have given us very particular deſcriptions 
of the Torments of the wicked in Hell. And therefore faſt» 
Martyr tells (e) them that, in what we Chriſtians ſay, as 0 


tbe puniſhments of wicked Men after death, and the rewards of 


good Men, we ſay the very ſame things with their Poet and 
Philoſophers. And much to the ſame purpoſe, Euſebius and 
Tbeadoret. (f) | | No: 
Nor to the Latins, the next famous People of the World for 
Learaing and Sagacity, fall a whit ſhort of the Greeks in their 
Opinions as to this point; but rather ſeem exactly to have 
copy'd after them in this, as well as in moſt other matters: 
obſerving the ſame Rites as to their Dead, (g) ſignificant of 
this their belief of furure puniſhments; and making much the 


ſame declarations concerning them, and giving much the ſame 
deſcriprions of them, that they had done. And accordingly - 


(a) Diador. Sicul. Bibl. I 1. (b) Windetip.s. (6) L. I. contra Cel. 
19. (q) Plato iz Lyſide, (e) Jufb, Martyr. Apol, 1. f. 40+ (f) Euſeb. pre 
Par. J. 2. 6.20, l. 14, 6. 7. Theadar, of re Judicio fal. 194. (8 * 
$ 9 
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Tertullian, and the (S other Apologifs for the Chriftian Faith 


to the Lat ins, frequently tell them, that their Learned Men 
ree fo exactly with the Chriſtians, in"what they bold as to 
uture puniſhments, that it is bardly to be doubted, but that 
then fi t recer d their knowledge of theſgt bings, from the Chri- 
fans Anceſtors, or their Books, © 
To the Greeks and Romans we may add ſeveral other Na- 
tions, Which were contemporary with them, as the (i) ancient 
Indians, the Gauls, the Britons, the Getæ, the Hyperborei, &c. 


Pho art all upon Record in Hiſtory, for agreeing, either di- 


realy or by natural conſequence, in the belief of future pu- 
niſhments for the wicked, | 5 
And then, if from theſe we paſs on to the following Ages 
of the World, we ſhall find abundantly more ample Teſti- 
mony of the univerſality of this belief. We fhall find it an Ar- 
ticle both the Chriſtian and Mabometan Creeds : (&) and fo 
readily conſented to by all who embrac'd either of thoſe Re- 
ligions; that there can be no manner of room to doubt but 
that it had been, as ſome of the Heathens expreſs it, a moſt 
ancient and ſtanding opimon in the World, and ſuch as they 
had ever look'd upon to be a feud Law (I) amongſt their 
Gods. We ſhall find it amongſt our new Diſcoveries ot the 
MWeſt, and the remoteſt parts of the Eaſt, Indies. (m) And, 
the more caretully and narrowly we ſearch into this matrer, 
the more certain ground ſhall we find for the belief of it. 
At preſent then the account of this matter plainly ſtands 
thus. Above half, perhaps near two thirds of the World, l 
mean Cbhriſtiant and Ma bomet ant, do explicitly profeſs their 
belief of this Article ot future puniſhments. And if out of the 
remaining part we take all the Fews, who are of the ſame 


1 | bdelief as o this point: and likewiſe thoſe of the Pagans them- 


ſelves, who are no ſmall number, that agree in it directly: 
and many others of them, who hold the immortality of the 


o 
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Soul, and the future rewards ot good Men, which are implicit 95 
arguments of this belief and naturally lead to it. And then, if 

we ſet aſide the very Barbarous of all, who differ trom the reſtt 
of Mankind almoſl in every thing elſe as well as this, who ſeem 
to live without thinking, without order, and indeed without 
ſo mach as any one ſerrPd Principle, but what meer necethty 
makes for them; we ſhall find but very few in the whole World, 
that are worthy the name of Men, who do not, directly or by 
natural conſequence, acknowledge their beliet of future puniſh. 
ments for the wicked. 

So that, upon the whole, this acknowledgment feems to have 
been as antient as Mankind themlelves, and as wide ſpread; 
as the ſeveral Quatters of the World, There ſeems to have 
been, as Seneca expreſſeth (u) it, 4 general conſent among Men, ei- 
ther in fearing or worſhipping the infernal Pomera. And therefore, 
to uſe Tuly's Argument. (o) If the conſent of all Men be the voice 
of nature, and all whereſoever diſpers4, do agree that there us ſomt= 
_— belongs to thoſe, who are departed out of thu Life; and if, 
as the farther urgeth it, al Men expreſs a concern, and that too of 
the higbeſt nature, about thoſe things which are to come upon them 
after Death; what reaſon can we poſſibly give, why we {ſhould 
not conſent to thy voice of nature, Why We id not believe, as 
the reſt of Mankind have ever done, in this matter? 

But I muſt not quit this point thus. I am well aware that our 
Age abounds wich Perſons that will pretend, chat they have a 
+ deal to object againſt the proof, which I have here ol. 

end. And therefore, vet farther to make good what 1 have 
advanc'd, and to leave it as little liable ro doubts and uncertain- 
ty as is poſſible ; I ſhall moſt readily give theſe Perſons a full 
and ſair hearing, and I hope, by God's Afhiltarice, as full and 
tair an anſwering too. And | 
Fir, Say they, it cannot be deny'd but that there have been, 
in all Ages of the World, many perſons, and ſome too even of 
the firſt Rank for Learning and Knowledge, ſuch as Lucreting, 
2 &c. nay, even whole Sccts of learned Men, as the 
$ cees among the ems, and the Epicureans among the Heæ- 
thens, who have not only publickly declar'd, that they had no, 
apprehenſions and fears of furure puniſhments themſcſves, but 
have likewiſe ſcoffd at and ridicuPd them in others; an inde- 


cency, which it is highly improbable they would have been 


— — — —— — — 
— — — — 


(o) Senec. Ap. 117, (o Tall Tuſculan Qu. I. 1. 
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Dae of, had theſe been the receiv'd and popular Sentiments 
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of the times they liv'd in, 1 2 
F Now, in anſwer tu this, a great many things may be ſaid, 
. | 5 
Firſt, That many, if not moſt, of thoſe who have profe 
deny'd that they had any fears or apprehenſions 3 
niſhments, were prejudic d and incompetent judges of their 
own natural ſentiments in this cafe ; Men, who had liv'd ſo as 
to have made it their Intereſt that there ſhould be no ſuch pu- 
niſhments, and who conſequently gave not due heed to what 


Nature and Reaſon were ready to Pictate to them, upon this 


Head, but {jake the Language ot their partial Wiſhes and AE 
fections, rather than their ſincere Underſtanding, about it: or 
at leaſt Men, who liv d in very wicked times, when the faſhion 
ran high againſt ſuch nations as theſe, and were violently carry d 
away with it. And, for theſe reaſons, the Judgments of theſe 


Men, as to this point, are not much to be regarded. (p) And 


this, it is well known, was very much the caſe of the Sadducees, 
the Epicureanz, nay indeed of all the Heathens in general, who, 
according, to St, Paul's Rom. 1. black and diſmal deſcription of 
them, muſt have been prejudic'd to the utmoſt, by their abo- 
minably wicked and flagitious lives, againſt the belief of tu- 
ture puniſhments, This, Xaverius tells us, was the caſe of a Sci 
among the Fapaneſe, who deny'd the Immortality of the Soul. 
And I dare appeal to any unprejudic'd perſon, whither this be 
not generally the caſe of thoſe amongſt us, who pretend to 
call in queſton the belief of future puniſhments. | 
Secondly, That the Profeſſions of many Men in this caſe have 
been plainly inſincere: their fears having often broken out, even 
in ſpight of them, and given their Tongues the ly, (as has been 
often ſeen, when theſe Men have been brought into great 
ſtraits and afflictions, and more eſpecially within danger of 
death ) and their Actions ( like thoſe of the Emperour Caligula, 
(9) whole real fears the Thunder diſcover'd, how Atherſtical ſo- 
ever he ventur'd to be in fair and calm weather) betray'd that 
inward ſenſe of their minds, which they in vain endcavour d 
to ſuppreſs and ſmother. : 
Thirdly, That, as ro what concerns Learned Men in particu- 
lar: beſides, that ſome of them were proud and felf-conceited 
Men that affected to appear wiſer and braver than the reſt of 
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the World, and deligted in contradicting and OPPGtug. 
moſt common notions and maxims, eipecially if they ſeem d ra 


have any thing of cowardiſe or puſillanimity in them, as they 
fancied thoſe of future puniſhments to have and this was the 
caſe of the Stoicks in general; that others have been mikrepre- 
ſented, and falſly ſuppos'd to have declar'd againſt future pu- 
niſhments, whiiſt they only declar'd again{t the Poets fanciful 
repreſentations of them: That ſeveral, who in one part of their 
works have ſcem'd to ſpeak againſt and ſcoff at future puniſhe 
ments, yet in other parts, and thoſe perhaps the moſt ſerious 
and beſt deſerving our regard, have as plainly declar'd for them 
and laftly, that others, who are pretended ta have given their 
e 1 mein againſt us, in this cauſe, yet have freely ac- 

nowledg'd us to have the Antients on our ſide, in it. Beſides 
all this, I fay, it is plain *. they all write againſt thele noti- 


ons, as vulgar and common Errours at leaſt, and by 1a doing 


own that we have the people with us, who generally ſpeak the 
language of nature more ſincerely an unprejuuicely, than learned 
Men themſelves; and moreover, that many of them maintain 
ſuch Principles (ſuch for inſtance as the immortality of the Soul, 
and the certainty of future rewards for the vertuous, &c.) as 
do ftrangly, whither they ſaw or would grant it or no, inter 
the certainty of furure puniſhments for the wicked. 

Laſtly, That the numbers of theſe Men have been always 
very ſmall, and even nothing, if compar'd with thoſe, who have 
made a contrary Profeſſion. The Sadducees, a ſmall, and upſtart 
Sect, againſt the whole body of the | Fews : an handful af 
Learned Men among the Heathen, againſt a far greater number 
as Learned and the whole populace into the Bargain. And 


conſequently the Authority of theſe tew can lignity very little, 


againlt the general verdict of mankind, 72 | 
Secondly, It is farther objected: That there is all the reaſon 
in the world to believe that the greateſt part, by much, of 
thoſe who do outwardly acknowledge and profes their belief 
of future puniſhments for the wicked, yet diſſemble their real 


Sentiments, and make this Profefſion only for t.thion's ſake; 


becauſe it is undeniably plain that their whole courlc of Lite is 
ſuch, as if they really beliey'd nothing leſs. 


Now, tho? I cannot but take notice that thoſe of us, Who 


profeſs that we believe future puniſhments, will have a great 


deal to, anſwer for, if we ſhall be any ways nec: flury towards 


the giving ſuch ap handle or bare pretence as this for the reject 
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belief of them; and muſt therefore moſt earneſtly exhort 
all Chriſtians, at their utmoſt” peril, to beware of this; yet I 

think it will be very eaſy to ſhow, that this Objection is of no 
manner of force to prove, what it here aims at. For 
Firſt, It is evident from Reaſon that the lives of Men can 
never paſs for certain proofs and indications ef the inward and 
real Sentiments of their minds, any where but there, where we 
have good ground to ſuppoſe that Men do defign and endea- 
vour to conduct an goveru their lives, by the real and natural 
Sentiments of their minds. Bur this we are fo far from having 
any ground to ſupygſe of wicked Man, that we are ſure of the 
quite contrary. We know very well that their lives are not go- 
vern'd by the natural Sentiments of their minds, which they 
ſcarce ever conſult, much leis ever obey, but by the unnatural 
heat and fury of their luſts and paſſions: and theretore their lives 
may indeed very well paſs for a true and lively copy and repre- 
ſenration of theſe ; but by na means of thoſe, And we can no 
more argue that Men do not believe future puniſhments, becauſe 
they do not live agreeably to ſuch a belict than that they do 
not believe = husbandry better than extravagance, health 
than fickneſs, fame than infamy, becauſe they do nor act as if 
they did. Alas! we ſee nothing of the man in this caſe, but his 
luſts and paſſions, which quite obſcure and hide his reaſon, 
and not only hurry him away from under the conduct of it, 
but even frequently carry him directly againſt it. 
Secondly, We do almoſt continually find in fact, that there 
is no manner of correſpondence between Mens lives and their 
real Sentiments, in this caſe: there being nothing more com- 
mon than for Men, who have led very wicked Lives, ro give 
us all the Aſſurance, that Men are capable of giving to one an- 
other, by words and all other outward Signs, of their having 
been fully perſwaded all along of the certainty of future pu- 
niſhments ; and this too at ſuch times, when we can have no 
manner of reaſon to doubt, but that theſe outward Signs are 
the faithful . of the inward ſenſe of their minds: in 
times of greateſt ſeriouſneſs, when they have been under hea 


-. 
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afflictions, nay even, as they thought, drawing near to deat 

it ſelf. And God knows it is but too too common with theſe 
very Men, after all theſe ferious and ſolemn Declarations of 
their itedfaſt belief of a State of future puniſhment for the 
wicked, quite to forget themſelves, to return again to their 
vomit, and live as carelefly and wickedly, as if they really had 
om 


ao notion of a future State at all. 
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From all which it is plain that we are never more miſtaken, than when ve 
argue from the lives of wicked Men, to the real Sentiments of their minds, 
in the caſe before us, They may, and doubrleſs do molt of them, as plain- 
ly appears whenever they are heartily trighren'd and brought to be them- 
ſelves, fincerely believe a State of future puniſhments ; but they live with» 
out thinking and attending to this belief, as they ought ro do; and then 
It is no wonder that it has fo very little influence npon them. 4 
Thirdly, We hear it often objected that the evidences which we produce, 
both from Jews and Heathens. for their belief of turure puniſhmears, are. 
very dark, imperfect and uncertain ; that they ſay and unſay, deſtroy in 
one place what.they advanced in another, ſeem to ſpeak rather by chance 
and fancy, than by reaſon, and deliberate judgment, and conſequently 
are uot much to be heeded in this matter. 
But to this 1 anſwer | | 
| Firſt, That this Objection, however it may be granted to be true in part, 
yet is far from being univerſally ſo; there being a great many, both of the 
ewt and Heathens, who have deliver'd their beliet or future puniſhments, 
in ſuch full and expreſs Terms, that they ſeem to come very near the Ex- 
preſſions of the Goſpel Revelation it ſelf about them. And, tor this reaſon, 
ſeveral of the Antients, as I hinted before argu'd that the Heat bens muſt 
have had their notions and belief of them, ſome way or other, from Di- 
vine Revelation. | | 
Secondly, Thar, ſo far as this is true, it is not much to be wondred at, 
nor docs much affect the force of thoſe Evidences, which we have been ar- 
guing from. For, conſidering that the belief of future Puniſhments, u a be- 
lief againſt the Grain of Mankind, againſt their moſt beloved Luſts and 
Paſſions, and conſequently a belief which they are to the utmoſt prejudic d 
againſt, and moſt unwilling to admit; it cannot be łxpected that they ſhould * 
all have ſpoken very fully and without wavering about it, unlefs we ſhould 
ſuppoſe them to have had the moſt glaring and irreſiſtible Evidence for it, 
which we do not pretend to. And I look upon it to be a much better Arx- 
gument of their real belief of future puniſhments, that they could not for- 
bear orning them, even in ſuch a manner as they did, than it is of their 
disbelief of them, that they did not own them in a more clcar,full and ſteady 


manner. Their Affections were againſt this belief, and that it ſelf is proof 


enough that their Reaſon was very ſtrongly for it, otherwiſe they would 
never have acknowledg d and profeſs d it, as they have done: if at all. 
Thiraly, That great Allowances muſt be made for the times in which many | 
of theſe Learned Men liv'd, and the Sects of Philoſophy which they were 
of: in which it was faſhionable to ſpexk doubtfully and uncertainly of e- 
very thing, even of the plaineſt things and molt eaſy ro be under ſtood. And 
can it then be any wonder that thoſe ho ſpoke doubtfully of all things, 
even of things viſible and preſent, ſhould ſpeak doubt fully of the invilible 
things of a future State, © 
Fourthly, That to thoſe who believe the Goſpel Revelation, made by 
the Son of God himſelf to Mankid, it cannot ſeem at all ſtrange that, be- 
tore 


(14) 


fore his coming into the World, the notices of a future State ſhould not 


have a'l that elearneſs and certainty, which they were capable of. It being 
but reaſonable ro ſuppoſe that the Glory of bringing Life and Immortality 
'perfeftly to Li ht, ſhould be reſerv'd for the Son of God at his coming. 
Eſpecially conhdering 


Laftly, Thar (501 did not, in any Age, or in any place of the World; 


leave himſelf wirhonr ſ1Acient witneſs of his being and providence : and 
that the Conſci:nces of Men did always accuſe or cxcuſe them, according 
as they liv'd we!l or ill; And that their rotices of a future State of Retribu- 
tion, when duly attended to, were full and clear enough, for the great end 
for which they were deſign d. which was to make Men live truly good and 
virtuous ves. As is plain from the excellent Examples of many both Jews 
and "Heathens, with whom theſe notices of a future State, ſuch as they were, 
were found abundantly ſufficient, to deter them from all manner of vice; 
and to encourage them to and engage them in a ſteady courſe of Picty and 
Vertue, no:withitanding the molt {trong and powerful Temptations to 
the contrary. _ ; 
Laftly, There is one more Objection flill in reſerve, which if it cannot 
diſprove the general conſent of Mankind as to future puniſhments, yet 
hopes to blunt the edge of it; and that is, that ſome of the learned Men, 
both among the 7ews and feat hens, tho' they do acknowledge future pu- 


niſhments tor the wicked, yet maintain that their puniſhment ſhall be only 


Annihilation, of an utter extinction of their beings. | 
but theſe ſome, as thoſe Men are pleas'd to call them, who love all poſ- 
fible ways of flattering themſelves in their infidelity, and are for magnify- 
ing any thiog that may ſer ve for that purpoſe, are ſach a poor handtul of 
Men, even tho' we ſhould put the Jews and Heathens together who were 
of this Opinion: and the general current of thoſe of their own Religions 
is ſo ſtrong againſt them in this point, who univerſally mean, by a ſtare 
of future puniſhement, a ſtate (not of annihilation ) but of future tor-' 
ments for the wicked, and particularly deſeribe theſe torments, and, that 
too in a manner ſo very like to that wrath, which as ſince been reveal dA 
by the Goſpel, again all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, that 
one would be almoſt tempted to think that the Divine Spirit, had without 
their knowledge, prophecy'd by them of theſe things: and moreover this 


Opinion has fo very little ground from reaſon to ſupport it, as [ ſhall | 


have occaſion to ſhew in another place, that I cannot think ir worth my 

while here, to take any farther notice of it; DF , 
Bur, preſuming rather that what has been already ſaid is ſufficient, ro 

anſwer that and all other objections nich have been alledg d, againſt our 


proof of the general conſent of Mankind as to a future tate of puniſn- 


ments, by which 1 mean torments, for the wicked: I ſhall ao proceed, as 
I at firſt propos d. | For 
Secondly, To ſhew how this proves the certainty of theſe future puniſh- 
ments. And, in order to this, I maſt deſire you ro conſider, : 
Firff, That this is a very good preſum̃ptive Argument of the truth — 
[4 
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the matter now in debate ; it being 2 unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
much the greater part of mankind, and that too much the wiſer and bet- 
ter part, ſhould univerſally have entertain d the belief of any thing, vu h- 
out ſufficient ground and rea fon for it. And this Tuliy himſelf allows to be 
a good Argument, for proving the Immortality of the Seul: ie helie ve, 
faith he, hat the Souls of Men do exiſt after this life, becauſe of the agree- 
ment of all nations as to this matter: For, I now not how, there is Ar 
in the minds of men a foreboding expectatiou of a future life, and thu tvs » 


u moſt ſtrong, and diſcovers it ſilf moſt clearly, in Men of the greateſt of 


and profoundeſt ſenſe and ingenuity, [ Tuſculan. Qu. I. 1.] 

Secondly, That this Argument ought to be of more than ordinary weight 
with us, in the caſe before us: becaule it is plain here, not only that Men 
are not biaſs'd to their belief, by the prejudices of worldly Intereſts, car- 
nal Affoctions, & but farther, that they believe even again{ all theſe. 
And, however over-haſty and eager we may ſuppoſe Men to believe ſuch 
things, as are likely to prove of advantage to them, as the rewards of 
another life, or the like: yet we are ſure to find them backward enough 
( 1 would to God Icould ſay not too backward) in believing thoſe things, 
which may probably become hurt ſul to them, eſpecially ſo very hurtful, * 
xs the Torments or Hell may. And therefore we have all the reaſon ia 
the world to believe that, where Men univerſally giye their aſſent in ſuch a 
caſe as this, ſo very much againſt their ſtrongeſt Inclinations and Aﬀe- | 
ctions, they have very powerful and cogent reaſons for ſo doing. 8 

Lafily, That this Argument, taken from the common Fears and Appre- 
henſions, the common Conſent and Acknowledgment of Mankind, as to 
future puniſhments, is virtually and implicitly an undeniable proof of the 
truth and certainty of ſuch future Puniſhments. Foraſmuci as we are not 
able to aſſign any adæquate cauſe of theſe common Fears and Acknow- 
ledgments of mankind as to this matter, but what will undeniably prove 
the truth and certainty of the thing it ſelf. 

For as for thoſe cauſes which are aflign'd by ſome Men, who had rather 
believe any thing than future puniſhments, I mean Tradition, Human Po- 
licy, Education, &c. Beſides that it would puzzle the moſt ſagacious of 
theſe Men to aſſign any Original of ſuch Tradition, Human Policy, &c, much 
more any ſufficient cauſe of their univerſal Prevalency aud Succe(s, which 
will not effetually prove the truth of the matter now in debate, Beſides 
this, I ſay, I hope I ſhall be able to make ir unexceptionably plain, that 
theſe cannot be the ſole and adequate cauſe of Men's common Notions aud 
Fears, as to this point. The ſole and adequate cauſe, I ſay, becauſe I fear 
it cannot be deny'd, but thar they are too often, and in too many perſons, 
the cauſe in part. But that they cannot be totally and univerſally io, ſcems 
to me very evident from theſe following Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe we often find thoſe Men poſſeſi d with theſe Notions and 
Fears, who have been ſo far from having been taught them, and train'd 
up in and accuſtom'd to them, that, from the very firſt dawnings of their 
Underſtandings, they have had- all ſuch things before them, as ſhould 

s rathe: 
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Father have prejudiced them We ſertled them in, a quite contrary be- 
ef; as the examples of moſt wicked and irreligious Parents, the conſtant 
mocks and ſcoffings of Prophane Companions at theſe things, and above 
all. that almoit invincible prejudice in this caſe, vr their own abominably 
fagitious and ill ſpent lives. And what account can we be able to give of 
this, if there be really no more ſubſtantial ground for theſe things, than 
meer human contriyance and inſticution ? 

Secondly, Becauſe theſe Notions and Fears, when once they have taken 

ſleſſion of the mind, can never be utterly exringuiſh'd or rotally eradi- 
cated, as all other meer effects of æuſtom and education may. It i indeed 
a very difficult thing to get the better of thoſe prejudices which theſe bring 
upon us, but by no means an impoſſible one, provided Men come well in- 
elin'd and refolv'd to the work. But we ſhall be hard put to it to give any 
one iuſtance of a Man who has been fo far able to ſhake off his Notions 
and Fears of Hell, that they ſhould never after, when he has been in his 


ſober Senſes, in a cool, natural, thinking Condition, haunt and perplex him. 


Laſtly, Becauſe even thoſe very Men, who pretend to have found out 


this nocable ſecrer, that the Notions and Fears of Hel T orrhents arc vain 


and groundleſs, without any real foundations, and a meer politic human 
F: #i0n. even theſe very Men I ſay, cannot help being haunted and diſturb'd 
by them, as if they had ſomething folid and real in them. They are, but 
very few of them, able to hold out theſe their pretenſions,in times of ſharp 
Tryal and Affliction, and fewer yet to dy hard, as they prophanely call it, 
that is, wichout any ſoftming and relenting manifeſtarions of their Appre- 
henſious of future puniſhments. Bot God is often pleas d, even our of the 
mouths of theſe Men, to eſtabliſh his Truth: and to make them ar laſt the 
better and more certain Witneſſes to ir, by how much the more they had 
before try'd all poſſible Ways, and us'd all pojhble Endeavours, to make 
themſelves doubtful about it, and to rid themſelves of the Fears and Ap- 
prehenſions of it. And whar is this but a moral demonſtration, that there 
muſt be ſomething more in this matter, than theſe Men pretend? 
What then remains, but that we look out for ſome more competent and 
ſufficient cauſe of theſe general Notions and Apprehenfions of Mankind, ag 
fo future puniſhments? And what can this be, but either ſome inward Di- 
vine impreſſion of theſe things upon the minds of all Men: or ſome out- 
ward Divine Revelation, for.rhem (and, if either, much more both, of 
theſe : who ſhall dare to doubt the truth of what God thus teacheth? ) or 
at leaſt, ſuch a ſaitableneſs and agreeableneſt in the nature of the things 
themſclves, to the nature and reaſon of Mankind, as has made them uni · 
verſally acknowledg'd and receiv'd by them? 3 40 

And this brings me to conſider the Reaſonableneſs of believing that there 
ſhall be future puniſhments for the wicked, of the grounds which we have 
from reaſon for the belief of them. But this, together with the lnferences 
which might be made from what has been already ſaid, muſt be the Sub- 
ject of another Diſcourſe. 1 | 


